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Dear Friends of Chaplaincy,

Well, the vating is ower, and nat all the ones that [voted for
wian. We all belier e that each vote counts, but some peo-
ple just seem to wvote for the wiong paliticians which is
hard to understand. | hetter get off that subject hefore |
offend anyone. Suffice it tosay, we don't always get our
wiay In this world, do we!

There are few things where this is as evident & in death
A little ower a week ago | was in two homes where two
high school hays who played football together lost their
dads to cancer the same morning.  Meedless to say, they
have a spedal bond, and their buddies on the foothall
teamn were there in their jerseys to support their team-
mates in their grief. Ohyes, one of the dads was in law
enforcernent, and the ather was a volunteer firefighter—
tauches rather clase to home!

There hawe been a number of 90 year old deaths which
seem easier o deal with, especially when the last years
have heen rather miserable for them, Yesterday | con-
ducted a funeral for a 50 year old man who died after be-
ing diagnosed with cancer just a marth agn. He left a
wite of 17 years and 2 teen-age daughters, one of which
has some major physical challenges of her own. What a
loss.

A fews daws ago | was with 2 brothers whose 58 year old
mother died in hersleep. The one sonhad come over that
morning to hook up her new TV set. What a shockl

Anather sad situation was the other end of the spectrum.
A2 manth old baky - nat breathing - had been barn with
a heart defect and had just been released from the hospi-
tal, and now was being transported with life support to the
hospital. Cne poignant situation that hit me at that home
wizs the battery operated little baby swing that continued to
swing with no haby in t. As the father was getting the
three year old bay ready to head far the hospital, | figured
out how to tum the swing off, since there was no haby to
rock!

| also had the joy of speaking at the AWAMNA kids program
at the Yacolt Evangelical Free Church, which i one of my

supporting churches. | told the kids a few "tame” stories
ahout helping other people when they are having tough
times, and at the end | letthern ask questions. What really
amazed me was how many kids came up to me to ask far
prayer far their friend's mom, grandma, mather, dad, and
even a hamster that was dying. Cn an evening of teach-
ing. games and a ot of fun, even these kds camy some
pretty heawy loads, and | am cominced we adults are not
alwrays aware of it

Tanight | meet with a family whose wite and maother drove
her car onto the train tracks just as the trainwas coming in
an apparent suicide. Yhat a tough situation to deal with
for all concemed.

Mo on a happier note.
This month | got & cal
from Frande who said
that the Grange has a |
mornthly  pancake fund
raiser, and they wanted
to donate the October proceeds to County Wide Chap-
laingy. "What a neat thing to do, and we do appreciate the
efforts of mary of you whao through churches, clubs, even
rmatching funds, and personal gifs make this minstry
awailable to people who would certainly cast their votes
differently farthe events they areforced to dealwithin life.
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[ am thrilled to tell youthat we have 2 new wolurteer chap-
lains in training, and the possibility of getting some sea-
soned veterans hack. Evelyn and | have not heen able to
take any time off this surmmer, sowe plan ta go to Los An-
geles to cheds up on four of our grandchildren and spend
Thanksgiving with our daughter Kimand husband Edgar.
They tell us it is in the 80°s and s and they have needed
the air conditioner!

Thanks again for your parnership as together we are
“there to help, when t huts” God bless you as you
celebmate a season of Thanksgiving and to you who
will have an empty seat at the family table this year,

may the God of all comfort be your strength.

Joytully serving together with you,
Chaphin Landis Epp



