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Dear Friends of Chaplainoy,

Fetruary is a spacial manth as our oldest son Brian
was born on Feb, 14ih. | was in Seminary in Port-
land at the time, working as 3 meal-cutter at
Tradawell stores to support my Iittle family. Well,
this litthe baby has grewn some 0 the last 39 years;
and this past Sunday we had a recepton in honor
of his graduation from Police Academy. He g now
a sworn in officer
et with Lonsview Polics
Department. 1 had
the honor of pinning
on his badge; and at
the official ceremuony,
was asked by the Se-
attla Folice Chaplain
to give the invoca-
tivn. It 1= alvays an
honor ta be asked to pray at police and fire coca-
sions. | guess that these orgarizations stil fesl that
thay have need of God in the midst of the many
traumas they face in their duties.

Durng my 48 hour shift this past week, | was re-
guestad to accompany Tony Lopez, (medical exam-
iner] to inform a mom and dad that their 23 year old
son had been killed i a one-vehicle accideni-—-
pick-up e a poke. | personally cannot fathom
wiat It must be like Lo hear a knook on the doar 3t 2
am, and geft that kind of news. We stayed thers,
ansivering as many questions as we could, helping
them think through what to do next.

A3 | left their home, a call came o assist at a dou-
ble homimde where a sister and brother were both
shot arnd killed the night before. When | arved at
the scene and got some informatien from the officer
in charge, | wailed for fhe arrival of family members.
The area was cordoned off by police fage, and the
detzctives were hard at work trying to process the
crime sceng. The lady whe was killed had just [ost
her husband when he died on the plane trip homs
from Hawail in September. Her brother came to
stay with her for a few nights as she had some fear

izsues; and they were bolh kiled on the driveway
while efther coming home from oF going out to eal.
When the family started fo arrive, having just
leamed of the deaths on the media, they were un-
derstandatly wery upsat, The wife of the deceased
brother came up to me, tzars streaming down her
face, and said, "You wera the chaplain that came
to our houss when my mom disd § years ago” My
lang fenure as a chaplain doss kave some advan-
tages as | had an instant rapport with fer,

Sunday night, after & busy day at church and the
reception in the afternoon, | was rgady to gst an
early start on a good long night's skeep. But my
friend Denton Harlan from Layne's Funeral Home
called to 2k me 1o go with him o bring back a man
who had been depresssd and had been missing for
4 days. | had seen the notice in the newspapear ra-
gardmg his missing, and now he had been locsted
way up in the hills on a logging read whers be had
hung himzelf. Ouwr direslor of chaplaincy Sam La-
Pore and anether chaplain, Dean, who is in training.
went to the family home to inferm them thal the
hady af their loved one had been found.

UNSUBSCRITE OFFER!
Once a year | like o give you an opportuniy o "opt out” of this
marhly manistry update. Throughaut the vear | add peoples |k
may be nfeested in thess repors; and iF you are fike me, same-
limes | wish for an “unsubscribe” option. | am well aware that
sometimes infaresls can change, and | Sncerely do nod want o
burden yous with yet ancdher pecs of mail that you may not weet.

S0, here's the deal,

This one month, go down to the pest office, buy a stamp, put
it on the envelope and let me know il you wish to continue to
receive this monthly contact. (or e-mail me). If | do not hear
from you, | will no [onger bug you waith these sad lstters!!
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Juvtully serving tnrcther with vaou,

Chaplam Landis Epp




COUNTY-WIDE CHAPLAINCY
INTRODUCING THE TEAM!
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Lyle Coblentz has served as a wolunieer chaplain for
‘Athe past almost 2 years. His life started in Cregon; and
with & dad who was a logger, Lyle got to move around
Oregon and Washington for hiz dad to find work. Ha at-
tended college at Northwest Nazarsne in Mampa, [daho,
Jwhere he managed o find his wife of 43 years. Lyle has

a great sense of humor, and in speaking of finding &
wife, he =aid that Bible College is ke a shoe factory.
o8 "God takes 2 couple of haels, fixes their soles, and thay

= coma cut in pairs!” They have 2 daughters and 4 grand-
chikiran,

Lyle f=it called to rninistry fram sardy on, but didn't particularly feal
called to be a pastor. So he worked in a sawmill for some hime, and
then got a job warking for Northwe st Airines in Alaska where he spent
? years. His next place of employment was working for Nordstrom's
in the vault, *Counting up monay,” he said. During these years he
was always very involied as a layman in the churches he and Annz
wara involvad in

He went back to college in Mampa and finished his Mastar's dagres in
Pastoral Counseling. For the next 9 years he pastored in Alacka,
then (o Renton, Washington, for 13 years. He pastored in Albera,
Canada, for a hittle over 5 years, then came to Vancouver Fourth
Plain Church of the Nazarene in 2005.

It was after a brutal murder of 2 mother and her son, who attended
Lyle's church, that he heard of County-Wide Chaplainey through our
then director, Ell Lonsy.  Ell recruited and trained Lyle, and he has
served faithfully covering a 24 hour =hift on Mondays. His past ex-
perience ag a hospital and prison chaplain has been a real asset as
he helps peaple with big neads.

Thank You, Lyle, and than ks to your church who see
chaplaincy as a vital ministry to touch ocur community as
wie are “there to Help. when it Hurts!™




